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EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Healtli 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  lUst  December,  Hlbi’ 


Easington, 

Co.  Durham, 

I95:b 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  ])leasure  in  submitting  to  you  tlie  Annual  Report  on  tlu^ 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  voiu'  district  fo!‘  tlic  veai'  1952. 

The  work  acc()m])lished  by  the  department  during  the  year  is 
described  in  the  various  sections  of  the  re])ort.  The  section 
relating  to  the  work  of  the  iSanitary  lns])ectors’  department  has 
been  com])iled  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Insj)ec.tor.  Conti'i but  ions 
from  the  Engineer  and  Surveyau'  and  the  Cleansing  Supc'rintendent 
are  also  included. 

The  main  ])oints  of  interest  contained  in  the  body  of  the  re])ort 
are  summarised  in  this  introductory  letter  with  brief  comment 
where  necessary. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

This  heading  includes  the  figures  or  rates  whi(;h  allow  a (aun- 
])arison  to  be  made  between  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
disti'ict  in  diffcu'cnt  years  and  tlu^  health  of  tin*  country  as  a whole. 
They  incliuh^  th(‘  t)irth  rat(‘,  th(‘ general  (hail  h rat(‘,  llu'  infantile 
mortality  rate  and  the  maternal  mortality  rat('.. 
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l)ii;'i’ii  r^A'i'K 

'rii(‘  ligur('  of  I 7 • T)  |)(‘r  1,000  of  llu^  ])<)))iilat  ion  shows  a sliglit 
(!(H‘liu('  on  that  of  IS-0  for  l!)oi,  which  in  tin’ll  wa.s  hclow'  that  of 
IS-o  for  lOoO.  it  rcnnains,  hoMcvcr,  highci’  than  tlu*  rate  for 
iMigland  and  Whiles  as  a.  w hoh'  (Id-d)  a.nd  the  rate  for  the  H)0 
snialliM’  toiN  iis  (Id-  d). 

It  will  h(‘  siHMi  that  whih*  th(“  decline  from  the  high  figures  of 
tlu'  post  wai’  yca.rs  contiiUK's,  the  fc'rtility  of  the  district  remains 
at  a.  r(datively  high  k^'el. 

(JnNmiAL  Dka'I'h  IvA'I'E 

d’lu'  figui'i'  for  till'  geiuu’al  diaith  I’ati'  was  O-OO  per  l,<ld0  of  the 
population,  a.  (hsTe'ase  of  1-0  on  iJuit  for  lOdl  which  was  ll-th 
It  compands  fa\anirahly  iiith  that  of  1 1 • d for  Knglaiid  and  Whiles 
and  is  only  -07  piM’  1,000  higlu'r  than  tlu'  figure  of  0-02  for  1948 
which  was  tin*  lowcsst  death  rate  on  record  for  the  Kasington 
Ivural  District. 


I NFAN'riLE  MoRTAEI'rV 

'The  infantih^  mortality  I’ati'  is  tlu'  numher  of  childi’en  under  one 
year  of  agc'  who  die'  out  of  ('vi'ry  1,000  liv(‘  hiidhs,  and  is  a.  factor 
of  considcrahk'  importance  in  assessing  the  gimeral  health  of  the 
district. 

d’lu'  ratc^  foi'  this  ariai  in  1 9d2  was  42-8  an  increase  of  more 
than  thi’CH'  on  the  liguri'  for  19dl  which  A\as  99 -d.  It  com])ares 
unfavourahly  with  that  of  27-()  for  England  and  Whiles,  and  it 
also  reimiins  above  the  (igure  for  London  and  the  large  towns 
whi(‘h  ivas  21  -2. 

Out  of  a total  of  00  disitlis  of  infants  under  one  year  28  (92%) 
occurred  in  tlu'  first  four  wia^ks  of  life,  a neo-iiatal  mortality  rate 
of  29-7  pel’  1.099  live  hiidhs.  In  17  of  these  prematurity  was 
given  as  the  primary  cause  of  death  and  in  four  as  a contributory 
cause.  For  the  third  consecutive  yeai’  there  were  three  deaths 
from  diari’hoea  and  enteritis  in  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

'Idiere  can  be  no  exiiression  of  satisfaction  as  regards  either 
infantile  mortality  or  neo-natal  mortality.  In  the  case  of  the 
foi’iner  the  district  I’ate  is  Id -2  ])er  1,990  higher  than  the  national 
ra,tc  ivhilst  the  death  rate  of  infants  under  four  weeks  is  7 • 8 ])er 
1 ,999  higher  than  the  figure  of  18-9  for  England  and  Whiles. 


M A'l’  E KN .VI.  M ( ) KTA LIT Y 

'There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  3'ear 
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INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

A sorutiiiy  of  the  table  giving  the  iiidi vidinil  (;aus(‘s  of  (h'atli 
shows  tliat  heart  disease  rtdaiiis  its  position  at  tlu''  he^ad  of 
list  with  cancer  second  and  disc^ases  of  tlu^  blood  vess(hs  of  tln^ 
brain  third.  Bronchitis  and  piuniinonia  come  fourth  with  tnlx'r- 
cnlosis  (all  forms)  fifth  and  the  group  compi’ising  diseas(‘s  of  (^ai'l y 
infancy  and  congenital  malformation  sixtli. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  statistics  foi'  this  dis('as(‘  ai‘e  scd  out  and  snTnmaris(‘(l  in  tin' 
relevant  section  of  the  re])ort. 

Tlie  ]hd)lic  Health  (’’I'uheT'cnlosis)  Itegulat ions,  11)02  whicth 
became  operative  on  the  1st  May  revoked  th(‘  R(‘gnlations  of 
1930.  A l\redical  Otfieer  of  Health  is  jio  longer  re(piired  to  keep  a 
register  of  tuberculosis  notifications  hut,  to  (|Uote  from  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  ()/r)2,  “In  the  Minister’s  view  he  may  naturally 
he  ex])ected  to  do  so — and  th(‘  Minister  would  urge  that  lu^ 
should  ....”.  Tuhercidosis  records  hav(^  alvays  Ix'en  strictly 
kept,  not  only  to  fulfil  i-ecpiiT-cmients  of  the  IL-sgulations  now 
revoked  hut  also  to  (mahh^  the  dej)ai'tm(mt  to  assist  wIhu'c-vcm' 
])ossihle  the  ])er.sons  in  this  district  sutt'ering  fi’om  tlu^  dis(5as(‘. 
The  register  and  index  svsHnn  of  recordin<r  of  notifications  has 


accordinglv  been  maintained. 


There  was  little  change  in  the  number  of  lU'w  cases  of  both. 
])ulmonary  and  non-])ulmonary  forms  of  tlu^  diseas(v  The  numlxu’ 
of  deaths  from  the  ])ulmojLary  form  was,  however,  only  t(m  as 
compared  with  twenty  in  19oi  and  the  mortality  rate  for  tlu' 
district  of  0T2  ])er  ],()()0  po])ulation  compares  favourably  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (<)'2I).  It  is  also  gratifying  to  rcwoi'd 
an  improvement  in  the  non- pulmonary  rate  from  O-Odb  pel- 
1, 000  in  1951  to  0*01. 


Of  the  46  milk  samples  submitted  during  the  year  to  biological 
examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  all  were  negative  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  reported  as  inconclusive.  Thus  for  the  past  two  years 
careful  sampling  in  all  jiarts  of  the  district  has  failed  tf)  ])roduce  a 
positive  result. 

The  Regional  Hos])ital  Board  Mass  Radiograyihy  Unit  visited 
Horden  on  28th  January  and  remained  there  until  8th  February. 
There  was  a satisfactory  response,  1 ,427  ])ersons  attending  for 
X-ray.  The  unit  also  visited  Wheatley  Hill  from  28th  July  to  8th 
August  and  482  people  attended.  During  the  month  of  April 
223  employees  of  a factory  in  the  district  took  advantage  of  a 
one-day  visit  from  the  unit, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


M'h(^  notifications  of  th(\sc.  distviscs 
inci(lcnc(‘  of  scarlet  fever  increascul, 
compared  with  lit)  in  11)51  and  St)  in 
deaths  from  this  disease. 


ai'(‘  set  out  in  Tabh^  S.  Elu^ 
175  cases  being  notified  as 
lt)5().  There  were  again  no 


1 )i])htluM'ia  notifications  numbered  six  as  against  25  in  lt)51  and 
5t)  in  lt)5().  Not  one  of  tlu^se  six  notifications  was  snbsecpiently 
confirmed.  It  givers  satisfaedion  to  i-e])oi‘t  that,  in  a district  with  a 
])opulation  of  81,000,  not  a single  cas(^  of  di])htheria  has  occurred 
during  the  ])ast  two  years. 


There  was  a (han-easi'^  in  th(‘  number  of  cases  of  measles,  1,008 
being  notified  as  agaijist  1,222  iji  1051,  and  there-  was  one  (hvath 
from  this  discaise  as  comj)ared  with  two  last  year. 


tVhoo])ing  cough  notifications  numbered  540,  more  than 
double  the  figure  for  1051  which  was  155.  There  was  one  death 
from  this  disease  during  the  year. 


There  were  1 1 notifications  of  meningococcal  infection  during 
the  year,  five  of  which  were  subsecpiently  confirmed. 


Eighteen  cases  of  acute  ])olioniyelitis  were  notified.  Last  year 
this  district  was  entirelv  free  from  the  disease. 


Seven  cases  of  ])araty})hoid  B fever  were  re])orted  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  confii'med. 

Of  the  10  cases  of  food  ])oiso]iing  notified  18  were  subsequently 
confirmed.  Details  of  two  minor  outbreaks  affecting  10  notified 
cases  are  recorded  in  Section  It  of  the  report. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Statistics  which  have  been  extracted  from  the  quarterly  reports 
of  the  County  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  are  set  out  in  table  form 
in  the  bod}?^  of  the  re])ort.  While  the  decreases  in  the  figures  for 
l)oth  primary  and  reinforcing  immunisation  are  not  so  alarming 
as  those  re])orted  last  year  it  is,  nevertheless,  regrettably  evident 
that  many  ])arents  remain  unconvinced  about  the  importance  of 
diphtheria  immunisation  or  are  unaware  of  the  grave  risk  of 
attack  still  possible  among  non-immunised  children.  No  parent 
can  plead  ignorance  of  the  facilities  available  for  safeguarding 
children  against  the  possibility  of  such  attack.  Advice  by  letter, 
advertisement,  and  domiciliary  visitation  is  given  by  the  local 
health  authority  (Durham  County  Council)  to  all  parents. 

During  the  year  there  was  a decrease  of  49  on  primary  immunis- 
ations and  115  on  reinforcing  injections. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47  of  this  Act  gives  local  authoriti(‘s  powers  to  enahU^ 
them  to  deal  with  (certain  cases  of  ])(‘.rsons  in  ikhmI  of  carc'^  and 
attention  which  they  are  unahle  to  provide  for  tlKonselves  and  aT-(> 
not  receiving  from  other  jx^ophv 

ft  can  again  he  7‘e])orted  that,  although  (huiiaiid  for  hostch  and 
hos])ital  admissions  und(U'  the  Act  still  greatly  exccuxls  tlu^ 
accommodation  availahh*  to  both  tlie  local  lutalth  authority  and 
th(^  Regional  Hos])ital  Board,  ixupu^sts  from  this  d(‘])art imuit 
continue  to  receive  evei'y  considcu’ation  and  attention. 


WATER 

Boutine  sai7i])h‘s  of  ])i])ed  wat(u-  su])])ly  hav(‘  been  takcsn  at 
various  points  in  the  district  throughout  tlu^  vfuu-  and  suhinittcxl 
to  bacteriological  {examination.  Out  of  hi  such  sam])les  five  were* 
found  to  he  unsatisfactory  ami  ])T-ompt  action  was  tak(m  in  each 
case  by  the  water  undertaking  concerned  to  remcxly  the  matt(*r. 
Further  (hetails  rcegarding  the  watei'  su])ply  of  tlu'  district  will  h(‘ 
found  in  the  Senioi’  Sanitary  Inspector’s  scection  of  tlu*  r(^])OT-t. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OE  THE  AREA 

The  section  of  the  r(e])ort  dealing  with  tlK^^  environmental 
services  has  been  contrihutcxl  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Ins])ector, 
and  with  it  is  included  a sc'ction  dealing  with  matt(U‘S  smhi  as 
water  su])])ly  and  sewerage  contrihutcxl  by  the;  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  and  one  covering  ])uhli(t  cleansing  })y  the  (’leansing 
Su])erintejulent.  The  section  contains  much  of  int(u-est  and, 
since  the  contejits  do  m)t  allow  of  easy  siimmarv,  it  should  he* 
read  as  a whole. 


STAFF 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  Sanitary  lns])ectors’  aiid  Clerical 
staffs  of  the  de])artment  during  th(‘  year.  Mr.  B.  Stid)})s,  who  had 
been  the  Oouncil’s  Rodent  Officer  since  March,  U)4t),  resigned  his 
a])pointment  in  February.  The  Council  a])])ointed  Mr.  C.  S.  White 
as  Rodent  Officer  in  April.  Consideration  by  the  Council  was  also 
given  to  a recommendation  for  the  a])pointment  of  a ])ermanent 
Rodent  Control  Operative  to  assist  the  Rodent.  Officer  and  in 
April  Mr.  W.  Mills  was  appointed  to  this  post. 
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CONCLUSION 

l^'roni  a pt'riisal  of  tlu-!  forogoiiig  paragraplis  and  the  ligures 
containod  tlieroin  it  will  he  seen  that  tlie  general  health  of  the  area 
can  he  said  to  have  been  satisfactory  in  1952. 

The  hirth  rate  for  the  district  continues  to  fall.  Since  1947  there 
has  hecji  a consistent  decline  in  the  rate  from  22  per  1,000  total 
])0])ulation  in  that  year  to  the  figure  of  17-5  for  the  year  under 
r(‘vi(‘w.  The  decrease  of  0-5  })er  1,000  from  the  i‘ate  for  1951  is 
not  so  mark(‘d,  however,  as  that  for  the  IhO  smaller  towns  in  the 
country  (1-2  })er  1,000). 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country  the  general  death  rate 
for  the  district  im])roved  u])on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
and,  as  mentioned  in  the  commejits  on  vital  statistics,  showed 
only  a fractional  increase  on  the  194S  district  record  rate. 

Infantile  mortality  remains  a matter  for  concern  and  must 
continue  to  do  so  whilst  the  rate  for  the  district  is  so  much  higher 
than  the  national  rate. 

Infantile  ])aralysis  and  food  ])oisoning  were  more  prevalent 
during  the  year,  hut  fortunately  neither  disease  reached  epidemic 
])ro])ortion. 

In  conclusion  may  I thank  the  memhers  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  su])])ort,  and  also  ex])ress  my  a})preciation  to  the 
statf  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  willing  and  loyal  service 
throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  E.  D.  MILLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I. 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
year,  1952 

Number  of  Hereditaments  on  31st  December,  1952 
according  to  the  Rate  Books  . . 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  A])ril,  1952) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1951-52) 


34,653 

81,190 

24,636 

£319,434 

£1,158 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  : — Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

728 

668 

1396 

Illegitimate 

17 

10 

27 

745 

678 

1423 

Birth  Rate  })er 

1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 

• • • • • • 

1 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

16 

21 

37 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

16 

21 

37 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

» • • • • • 

2, 

Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

* 

Legitimate 

33 

25 

58 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

35 

25 

60 

1 7 • 53 


25  • 34 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rates 

Doath  rato  of  all  iiifants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births, 
42-87. 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births,  41  -55. 

Death  I'ate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  ]>er  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births,  74-07. 


N EON  AT  A L Mortality 

Deatlis  of  infants  undei’  four  weeks  ; — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

22 

15 

27 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

— 

1 

22 

15 

28 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  live 

births 

. . 

Deaths 

471 

.240 

811 

Death  rate  jier 

1,000  of 

the  estimated  resident 

population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0-99 


Maternal  Deaths 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

from  Se])sis  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

from  Other  Causes  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . . . . . . . . Nil. 


TABLE  1.  DEATHS— CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH 
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TABLE  2. 


Cancer 

Tlic  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  in  age 
grou})s,  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease. 


Ages  in  Years 

Totals 

to 

24 

25 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

to 

74 

75 

up 

Stomach 

3 

i 

1 1 

4 

25 

Lung  & Bronchus 

— 

1 

16 

r-» 

/ 

— 

24 

Breast 

1 

4 

4 

— 

9 

Uterus 

I 

5 

2 

— 

8 

Othei' Causes 

2 

28 

23 

21 

80 

•) 

12 

60 

47 

•>rc 

wt } 

146 

TABLE  3. 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  10  Years 


Year 

General 
Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1943 

11.3 

75.3 

20.6 

1944 

10.6 

59.7 

22.2 

1945 

M.O 

54.1 

21.1 

1946 

10.1 

5:li 

21.9 

1947 

10.8 

63.1 

22.0 

1948 

9.9 

43.5 

21.1 

1949 

10.3 

48.3 

19.6 

1950 

10.4 

49.2 

18.3 

1951 

11.6 

39.5 

18.0 

1952 

9.9 

42.8 

17.5 

General  Infantile 

1952  Death  Rate  Death  Rate  Birth  Rate 

England  & Wales  11.3  27.6  15.3 

Easington  Rural  District  9.9  42.8  17.5 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1952. 
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TABLE  5. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 
(10  years) 


Year 

Births 

Easiiigton  R.  D. 

Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

1943 

1539 

75.3 

49 

1944 

1690 

59.7 

46 

1945 

1627 

54.1 

46 

1946 

1751 

53.1 

43 

1947 

1759 

63.1 

41 

1948 

1722 

43.5 

34 

1949 

1616 

48.3 

32 

1950 

1504 

49.2 

29.8 

1951 

1468 

39.5 

29-6 

1952 

1423 

42.9 

27-6 

TABLE  6. 

Death  Rates  (10  years) 


Year 

Deaths 

Easington  R.  D. 
Death  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Death  Rate 

1943 

850 

11.3 

12.1 

1944 

811 

10.6 

11.6 

1945 

848 

11.0 

11.4 

1946 

808 

10.1 

11.5 

1947 

862 

10.8 

12.0 

1948 

809 

9.9 

10.8 

1949 

850 

10.3 

11.7 

1950 

857 

10.4 

11.6 

1951 

945 

11.6 

12.5 

1952 

811 

9.9 

11.3 

TABLE  7. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  of  Natural  Increase 
per  1,000  population. 

1943 

1539 

850 

9.2 

1944 

1690 

811 

11.5 

1945 

1627 

848 

10.1 

1946 

1751 

808 

11.8 

1947 

1759 

862 

11.2 

1948 

1722 

809 

11.2 

1949 

1616 

850 

9.3 

1950 

1504 

857 

7.9 

1951 

1468 

945 

6.4 

1952 

1423 

811 

7.5 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  1952 


Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  81,100 

Area  (acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . :i4,()o8 

Estimated  luimher  of  Hereditaments  . . . . . . :24,()ld) 

Pvateable  \balue  (at  1st  A])ril,  1052)  . . . . . . £210,404 

Sum  ])roduced  by  ])enny  rate  (1051-52)  . . . . £1,158 

Births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,422 

Birth  rate  ])er  1 ,000  of  the  (estimated  rc^sident  j)0})ulat  ion  1 7 • 52 
Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811 

Deatli  rate  ])er  1 ,000  of  tlie  estimatcul  resident  ])0])ulat  ion  0 • 00 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . 42-87 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause 

Number 

FYrcent  age  of 
total  deaths 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

227 

20  • 22 

Cancer 

146 

18-00 

Diseases  of  the  veins  and  arteries 

of  the  brain 

122 

15-04 

Bronchitis  and  ])neumonia 

58 

7-15 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . . 

1 1 

1 - 26 

Tuberculosis  (])ulmonarv) 

10 

1 -28 

Diseases  of  early  infancy,  and 
congenital  malformations  under 

one  year 

10 

1 -28 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Cases 

Number 

Death  rate  ])er 

Diseases  not  i bed 

of  deaths 

1,000  ])o])ulation 

Measles  . . . . 1 068 

1 

0-01 

Whoo])ing  Cough  . . 240 

1 

0-01 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 175 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  6f) 

1 1 

0 - 1 2 

new  cases 

Poliomyelitis  . . 18 

1 

0-01 

Dysentery  . . . . 16 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  1 1 

— 

— 

Di])htheria  . . . . 6 

— 



Influenza,  wliicli  is  not  notifiable,  caused  one  death, 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
and  deaths  recorded  from  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  during 
the  past  five  years 

TABLE  9. 


Year 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1948 

50 

Nil 

403 

Nil 

1949 

12 

Nil 

103 

Nil 

1950 

39 

Nil 

89 

Nil 

1951 

23 

Nil 

119 

Nil 

1952 

() 

Nil 

175 

Nil 

TABLE  10. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

1952 


CASES 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  11. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


'Jlie  main  points  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  tables  can  be  briefly 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


The  number  of  scarlet  fever  notifications  was  greater  tliaii  in 
the  previous  year.  There  were  175  notified  cases  of  this  disease  in 
lf)52  as  com])ared  with  119  in  1951  and  89  in  1950.  Sporadic  cases 
again  occurred  throughout  the  year  and  there  was  no  definite 
period  of  increased  incidence. 


Diphtheria  notifications  numbered  only  six  as  contrasted  with 
23  in  1951  and  3f)  in  1950.  None  of  these  notifications  was  subse- 
(piently  conhrmed  and  thus  for  the  second  consecutive  year  the 
district  has  been  free  from  this  disease. 


The  number  of  cases  of  measles  showed  a decrease,  1,068  being 
notified  as  against  1,222  in  1951  and  1,002  in  lf)50.  There  was  a 
heavy  incidence  of  the  disease  during  October  and  early  November. 


Whooping  cough  notifications  numbered  340  as  against  155  in 
1951.  Almost  45%  of  these  notifications  were  received  in  the 
first  cjuarter  of  the  year.  There  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 


Cases  of  erysi])elas  numbered  nine,  an  increase  of  four  on  the 
figure  for  last  year. 

There  were  1 1 notifications  of  meningococcal  infection  during 
the  year.  Five  of  these  cases  were  subsequently  confirmed. 

Eighteen  cases  of  acute  anterior  ])oliomyelitis  were  re])orted 
during  the  year.  Of  these  13  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  the 
paralytic  form  of  the  disease,  two  were  non-pai-alytic  and  in  three 
cases  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  There  was  one  death. 


kSeventeen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  as  compared 
with  five  in  1951. 


Notifications  of  tuberculosis  numbered  69,  an 

increase  of  one  on  the  figures  for  1951  and  26  less  than  that  for 
1950. 

Sixteen  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year  and, 
with  one  exception,  these  were  confirmed.  Most  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  four  families  at  Easington  Colliery. 


Paratyphoid  B.  Fever 

There  were  seven  cases  of  paratyj)hoid  B.  fever  during  the  year. 
An  importation  of  the  disease  into  the  district  was  res])onsil)le  for 
six  of  the  cases  which  occurred  in  one  household.  The  history  is 
as  follows  : — 
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Oil  the  hit(‘  afternoon  of  ^^'e(ln(^s(lay,  2()tli  August  a telejihone 
nu'ssage  was  reca'ived  to  tlu^  effect  that  t\\  ()  eliikiren  frijin  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  w(‘r(‘  staying  ^^'itJl  their  gi'aiuhnotlier  at  Haswell  Moor 
and  tliat  tJudr  inotln'r,  a I'eeent  paratyphoid  B.  fever  patient, 
pi'oposed  visiting  tln^  ehildi'iMi.  Kiujniries  made  liy  tlie  sanitary 
inspeetoi'  at  tli(‘  address  in  Haswihl  Moor  confirmed  that  the 
childi’en  ha.d  alri^ady  Ix'en  there*  for  several  tlays.  Faecal  sjiecimens 
se'iit  to  tile  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
within  iM  hours  of  flu*  inspector’s  call  established  that  both 
children  were  infected  with  jiaratyjihoid  B.  organisms.  The 
youngeu'  of  the  two  cliildreii,  an  infant  of  12  months,  was  admitted 
to  the  Hos])ital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Sunderland  on  the  22nd 
August.  Baederiological  sjxH'.imens  from  the  remaining  four 
iiHMiilx'rs  of  the  household  wiu’e  also  found  to  he  positive  for  8. 
paratyiihi  B. 


Food  Pojsonino 

Nineteen  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified,  eighteen  of 
which  were  confirmed. 

In  eomiiliance  with  tlu*  Alinisti'V  of  Health  l^evised  Memo 
18S/M(h1.  a return  in  the  form  suggested  in  A])])endices  I)  (i)  and  I) 
(ii)  was  made  in  ri'spect  of  IS  (Hiiifirmed  e-ases  as  follows  — ■ 


ANNUAL  BlUrUPvN  OF  FOOD  POISONLNC; 

NO^ri  FICATIONS  (Corrected) 

1.  Local  Authority  — Fasington  Rural  District  Council: 

Year  1952. 

2.  Food  Poison in(j  Noti kicatjons  (Corrected)  keturned  to 

R.O. 

1st  Qtr.  2nd  Qtr.  Ilrd  Qtr.  4th  Qtr.  Total 

2 5 f)  7 18 

2.  Outbreaks  Due  to  Identified  Agents 

Total  Outbreaks  — 2 ; Total  Cases  — 10  ; 

4.  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause 

Total  Outbreaks  — 1 ; Total  Cases  — 3 ; 

5.  8ingle  Cases 

Agent  identihed  — 4 ; Unknown  Cause  — 1 ; Total  — 5 cases. 
(One  case  8alni.  newport  ; three  cases  Salm.  typhi- murium 
(aertrycke). 

Whilst  the  two  outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  affected  only 
a small  number  of  peo2Jle  an  account  of  each  may  be  of  interest  : — 
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At  0-15  on  tlie  morning  of  Monday,  28t]i  July  a gonoral  ])rao- 
titioiK'r  t(do])hono(l  llio  Hoattli  1 )('])ai't mont  to  notify  an  outhroak 
of  sus])(a‘t(Hl  food  poisoning  aflVcting  a family  in  tln^  sma.ll  j)arisli 
of  Mutton  H(ni]‘y.  U])()n  in vu’istigat  ion  tho  sanu'  morning  it  was 
found  that  thorc^  w(n-(^  four  jx'i'sons  sntforing  from  diai'rlnxxi  and 
sickness  togothei'  with  severe  abdominal  pains.  Kmpiiries  i-eveahxl 
tliat  a quantity  of  cookcsl  ham  ])urchas(Hl  outside  tin-!  district  was 
brought  to  the  hous('  on  Sunday,  27tli  duly  by  a I’elativc'^  who 
retui'iied  honu^  (uii-ly  the  sanu'  evening.  JIk^  cook(xl  ham  Avas 
eaten  for  the;  sup])er  meal  at  aj)pi’oximately  (ught  ohiloctk  on  tlu^ 
Sunday  evening  by  foui-  pcu'sons,  two  of  wdioin  wcu’c  gmssts.  Jln‘ 
oidy  other  memhc:!'  of  the  houstdiold,  a (diild  of  under  two  ycxirs, 
was  already  in  bed  at  tliis  time.  At  three  o’clock  on  the  following 
morning,  Monday,  2Sth  duly,  a doctor  was  summoned  to  tlu^  houst^ 
to  attend  to  th(\se  foui’  ])eT‘sons  who  w(U‘e  suffering  from  th(‘ 
sym])toms  descT'ihixl  ahovcn  A sam])l(‘  of  the  cooked  ham  and 
bacteriological  s])(‘cimens  from  tlu^  ])atients  wer(‘  submit  t(xl 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  X(nvcastle  u])on  Jyne,  and 
reports  on  these  showed  the  ])resctncc;  of  staphylococcus  aureus. 
The  duration  of  illness  a])])ears  to  have  been  between  .‘Ui  and  4S 
hours. 

Tlie  second  outbreak  occuri‘ed  in  Murton,  and  the  history  is  as 
follows 


At  a])])roximately  Id-dO  on  the  morning  of  Whslnesday,  1st 
October  a Murton  doctor  ])hone'd  tlie  department  to  give  jiar- 
ticulars  of  cases  of  sus])ected  food  ])oisoning  at  three  adclresses  in 
Murton  to  which  lie  had  been  calleJ  dui'ing  the  early  hours  of  that 
morning.  The  jiatients  gave;  a history  of  eating  sandwiches 
})urchased  from  a street  vendor  the  previous  (evening. 


The  matter  Avas  immediately  investigatcxl  and  Ausits  A^'ere  made; 
to  five  households.  With  the  (nxc(q)tion  of  on(‘  family,  where  tAvo 
])ersons  wxwe  affectc'd,  the  illness  Avas  confiiuHl  to  a single  member 
of  each  household.  All  ])atients  had  (‘at(ui  sandwich  buns  contain- 
ing chicken  and  stuffing  which  had  been  ])urchased  from  a van  in 
the  street  between  7-2d  and  S-.20  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  dOth 
8e])tember.  With  one  exce])tion  the  sandAviches  had  been  eaten 
at  the  siqiper  meal.  The  onset  of  illness  occurred  about  six  hours 
aftei’Avards  with  a seAuwe  attack  of  Auimiting,  diarrhoea  and 
abdominal  ])ains  sufficient  to  wairrant  immediate  medical  attention. 
One  patient,  avIio  had  eaten  half  a sandwich  at  2-3d  a.m.  befoix^ 
going  to  wa>rk  as  an  underground  miner,  was  later  cai'ried  out-bye 
to  the  shaft  bottom.  An  ambulance  was  used  to  convey  him  from 
the  pit  head  to  his  home  at  about  S-dO  a.m.  A ])ortion  of  one  of  the 
sandwiches  was  taken  and  submitted  the  same  day  to  bacterio- 


logical examination  together  with  faecal  specimens  from  certain  of 
the  ])atients.  The  re])ort  from  the  laboratory  on  the  portion  of 
sandwich  examined  read  as  follows 
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Sta])liyk)0()ccus  ain'(ais  ])rcsont — ooa^iilase  ])()sitivo 
lUvivv  (contamination  witli  facucal  B.  coli. 


Minch  timo  was  dcvotcal  to  ii’acijig  tlic  street  vendor  concerned 
and  on  Fi'iday,  .‘h-d  October,  on  the  invitation  of  the  (dnef  Sanitary 
InsjxuctoT  of  a neighbouring  J^nral  District  Council,  the  man  was 
interviewed  at  an  address  witliin  tliat  area  wliere  it  was  observed 
that  : — 


(a)  The  small  ])antrv  of  the  dwelling  house  wluwe  food  had  been 
])re])ai‘ed  for  sale  to  the  ])nblic  was  totally  unsuitable  for 
such  ])ur])oses  ; 

(b)  'Tiie  IMinistry  of  Food  mobile  catei’ing  liccuice  held  by  the 
vendor  did  not  authorise  the  sale  of  food  in  the  Fasington 
Bural  District  area  ; 

((c)  Tlie  van,  which  stood  in  the  street,  bore  no  ])articulars  of 
the  vendoi'  or  his  trad(^  and  was  not  suitably  e(j|uip])ed  for 
the  sale  of  food  to  the  ])ublic. 


Six  notiheations  of  food  ])oisoning  w(’sre  received  from  the 
iMurton  medical  ])ractiti()n(U‘s,  but  it  was  known  that  at  least  ten 
])ers()ns  were  affected  by  the  outbreak. 


Of  the  seven  bacteriological  s])ecimens  submitted  to  the 
laboratory  from  the  ])atients  oidy  one  showed  the  presence  of 
stajiliylococcus  aureus. 


The  Council  decided  that  the  vendor  be  jorosecuted  under 
Section  9 of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  for  selling  food  which 
was  unfit  for  human  consunpAion.  After  hearing  the  case  for 
both  sides  on  12th  December,  however,  the  magistrates  dismissed 
the  summons. 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 
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TABLK  16. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  25  years,  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Pulmon- 
ary Deaths 

1943 

9 

7 

16 

«% 

1944 

1 

4 

5 

1945 

3 

8 

11 

■n% 

1946 

3 

3 

6 

25% 

1947 

5 

11 

16 

48% 

1948 

3 

4 

7 

24% 

1949 

2 

5 

7 

22% 

1950 

1 

1 

2 

!>% 

1951 

1 

•> 

3 

15% 

1952 

— 

Nil 

TABLE  17. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  during  the  past  five  years  the  figures  in 
parenthesis  indicating  deaths  occurring  in  previously  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


YEAR 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1948 

15  (15) 

14  (13) 

29  (28) 

6 (2) 

3 (2) 

9 4) 

1949 

20  (20) 

12  (11) 

32  (31) 

6 (6) 

^ (-) 

8 (6) 

1960 

14  (12) 

8 ( 8) 

22  (20) 

2 (2) 

1 (1) 

3 (3) 

1951 

13  ( 5) 

7 ( 7) 

20  (12) 

1 (-) 

3 (2) 

4 (2) 

1952 

8 ( 5) 

2 ( 1) 

10  ( 6) 

— 

1 (-) 

1 (— ) 

Totals 

70  (57) 

43  (40) 

113  (97) 

15  (10) 

10  (5) 

25  (15) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Tio  main  poijits  of  interest  in  tlie  foregoing  tables  eaii  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


Sixty  new  eases  of  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  were 
notified  during  the  yeai’  eomj)rising  30  males  and  30  females. 
’’I'liis  was  an  inci'easc';  of  oiu'  uj)on  tlie  figure  for  1951  which  was  59, 
made  up  of  20  males  and  33  females. 

New  notilieations  of  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease 
numbered  nine,  a decrease  of  two  u])on  the  figure  for  1951. 

Deaths  from  the  j)ulmonai‘y  form  of  the  disease  showed  a 
decrease  fi’om  20  in  1951  to  10,  while  in  the^  non-])ulmonary  form 
only  one  d(>ath  was  iHU'orded  as  against  four  in  1951. 

The  number  of  luwv  erases  among  females  in  the  15  to  35  age 
grou])  formed  TS%  of  all  new  female  cases. 

'riu'  mortality  rate'  for  tln^  district  for  the  res])iratory  form  of 
the  disease  in  1952  was  0-12  ])(u-  1,000  of  the  ])0])ulation,  which 
c()m])ares  favourably  with  the  tigur(‘  of  0-21  j)e]’  1,000  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  mortality  rate  for  the  district  in  the 
non- j)ulm()nai'y  tyj)e  of  t he  dise^asc'  was  0-01  per  1 ,000  as  com])ared 
with  thc'  Jiationai  rate  for  1952  of  0-02S  pei'  1,000. 


The  provision  of  suitable  housijig  accennmodation  for  tnbercidous 
households  in  the  disti'ict  has  foi-  many  years  been  a ])roblem 
ditticult  to  solve.  During  the  year,  however,  the  matter  was  raised 
by  the  Consultant  ('lu^st  Physicians  of  the  Sunderland  and  Hartle- 
pools  Hospital  Managenuuit  (\>mmittees,  wOio  are  res])onsible  for 
th(‘  w(91-being  of  tubei-culous  ])atients  in  this  district.  Having 
regard  to  tlu^  long  waiting  lists  foi'  (.'ouneil  houses  .and  to  the 
limitations  im))osed  upoji  tin's  Local  Anthorit^^’s  housing  pro- 
gi'amnug  and  also  bearing  in  mind  the  rap)id  growth  of  the  new 
town  of  P(derle('s,  an  a])])roach  was  made  to  the  Develo})ment 
Cor])oration  reejuesting  consideration  foi’  the  re-housing  of 
tuberculous  housesholds  living  under  overcrowded  or  insanitary 
conditions.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  re])ort  the  Corporation’s 
assurance  that  every  consideration  would  be  given  to  recom- 
mendations either  from  this  department  or  from  the  Consultant 
Chest  Phvsicians  on  liehalf  of  such  cases. 


d’liere  remains,  how^ever,  the  problem  of  rehousing  for  those 
tuberculous  families  living  in  parts  of  the  district  remote  from 
Peterlee  and  for  others  Avhere  the  family  income  is  only  sufficient 
to  allow-  payment  of  a modest  rental. 
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SECTION  V 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


IvEPOKT  or  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


'JV)  tlie  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


I have  ))leasiire  in  siihinittiiig  a re])()rt  of  the  work  luidertakeii 
hy  tlie  ln.s])ector.s  of  this  de])artine]it  during  the  year  1952. 

'Idle  coinplenieiit  of  staff  remained  as  for  1951  and  in  October  an 
a])])lication  was  received  from  M.  Kay  to  become  a pu])il  in  the 
de])artment,  to  which  the  Oouncil  agreed. 

Statistics  show  that  steady  ])rogress  is  being  maintained  in  all 
the  Puhli(^  Healtli  services,  Imt  greater  activity  in  res])ect  of 
liousing  repairs  tlirougliout  the  district  would  lie  welcomed.  The 
lieavy  cost  of  materials  is  no  doubt  res])onsi})le  for  retarding  a 
higlier  standard  in  ])ro])ert3^  maintenance. 


Tlie  su])ervisi(Hi  of  food  jireniises  has  taken  u])  a considerable 
amount  of  tlie  insjiectors’  time  hut  good  results  are  being  achieved 
in  this  dii-ection. 


1 am  again  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  my  colleagues  in  the 
Healtli  1 )e])ai'tment  and  for  the  ready  co-operation  received  from 
the  cliief  officers. 


1 am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Pv.  E.  V.  WAPPAND, 


Senior  Sanitary  Insjiector. 
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Water  Supply 

W'^ater  luidertakijigs  supplying  the  J)istrict  are  : — 

Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company. 
Durliam  County  Water  Board. 

Wingate  and  District  Water  Coin])any. 

The  National  Coal  Board. 

Easington  Rural  District  Council. 


Sixty-one  sam])les  of  mains  water  wer(^  takciii  from  ])uhli(; 
stand  pi])es  oi-  consumers'  premises  and  sul)mitt(‘d  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  X(!wcastle 
u])on  Tyne.  Five  of  tliese  were  found  to  he  l)acteriologically 
unsatisfactory  and  one  suspicious. 

No  ])rogress  has  yet  been  made  on  tlie  covering  of  the  reservoirs 
as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report. 


A ty])ical  analysis  of  a mains  su])])ly  is  as  follows  : — 


Chemical  Analysis 

Total  Solids 

Chlorine  as  Chloride 

Chlorine  exjiressed  as  Sodium 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Alkalinity 

Total  Hardness 

Total  Hardness  (degrees) 

Suspended  Matter 

Iron 

pH  Value 


Parts  per  Million 

478 

51 

Chloride  84 

1-L> 
nil. 
nil. 

0-02 
277 

:m 

27-7 
nil. 
trace 
/ ' o 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours 

incubation  at  37 °C.  . . . . . . 2 ])er  ml. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  1,  10  and  100  ml. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dAvelliiig  houses  and  the  number 
of  the  population  supplied  from  j)ublic  water  mains  (a)  direct  to 
liouses  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes,  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


LOCALITY 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Estimated 

population 

Area 

in 

acres 

Number 

of 

houses 
and  other 
premises 
with 
dwelling 
ac’m’dat’n 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
direct 
to 

houses 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
from 
stand 
pipes 

No.  of 
Houses 
without 
mains 
supply 

Burdon 

84 

1286 

23 

Seaton  with 

Slingley 

489 

1392 

133 

171 

— 

— 

Warden  Law 

50 

500 

15 

Castle  Eden 

315 

1542 

133 

127 

— 

6 

Cold  Hesledon 

1019 

1030 

285 

Dalton-le-Dale  . . 

735 

811 

246 

443 

88 

— 

Easington  with 

Thorpe 

10844 

3716 

3045 

3042 

— 

3 

Haswell  . . 

2725 

22 

— — 

South  Hetton 

3307 

3766 

1799 

1613 

158 

6 

Hutton  Henry  . . 

566 

168 

20 

Station  Town 

2453 

2016 

661 

736 

70 

3 

Hawthorn 

318 

1414 

134 

132 

2 

Blackhall 

6971 

1989 

Hesledens 

1445 

2654 

485 

2428 

46 

— 

Murton  East 

9505 

1406 

2734 

2175 

557 

2 

Sheraton  with 

Hulam . . 

146 

2346 

41 

18 

— 

23 

Nesbitt  . . 

8 

333 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Shotton  . . 

6776 

2270 

1865 

1854 

11 

— 

Horden 

16759 

2453 

4679 

4673 

— 

6 

Thomley 

4509 

1148 

1300 

1280 

20 

— 

Wingate  . . 

4169 

1225 

2 

Wheatley  Hill  . . 

6095 

4570 

1683 

3490 

14 

9 

Trimdon 

1952 

608 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

81 190 

34653 

23254 

22185 

1009 

60 
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The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  dealt 
w’ith  during  the’  year  under  the  Public  Healtli  Act,  1936  : — 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

No. 

of 

Vusits 

Notices  Served 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Informal 

Formal 

Foul  Conditions  

74 

15 

1 

14 

Structural  Defects 

^ • / 

87 

2 

69 

Ashpits  & Privies 

11 

4 

— 

1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 
Manure 

57 

18 

20 

VVaterclosets 

40 

12 

1 

14 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

') 

w 

2 

— 

2 

House  Drainage — 
Defective  Traps 

38 

14 

2 

10 

Other  Faults 

176 

38 

16 

41 

Water  Supply  (Defective 
Fittings) 

30 

13 

2 

13 

Animals  improperly  kept 

33 

16 

— 

14 

Smoke  Nuisances 

27 

4 

— 

3 

Other  Nuisances 

170 

19 

— 

23 

Dustbins  

198 

64 

26 

58 

Public  Halls  & Cinemas 

25 

3 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises 

40 

1 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises — 
Council  Houses 

/ / 

1 

1 

Private  Houses 

51 

12 

— 

6 

Infectious  Diseases 
Enquiries 

344 

Infectious  Diseases 
Disinfections 

274 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

49 

1945 

323 

50 

289 
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Schools 


Smoke  xA^batement  and  Colliery  Spotlbanks 

The  position  remains  very  similar  to  other  years.  "Routine 
ins])ections  have  bc^en  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Area  Ins])ector 
of  Alkali,  etc.  Works  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  all  collieries 
disposing  of  waste  on  the  surface. 

Slight  improvement  was  observed  at  s])oilbanks  where  ‘‘bull- 
dozing” had  been  in  operation. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Three  sites  continue  to  be  used  in  the  Crimdon  ai’ea  and  are 
subject  to  regular  visits  especially  during  the  summer  months. 
No  statutory  nuisance  was  observed. 

Verminous  Premises 

Twenty-six  Council  houses  and  1 1 ])rivate  houses  were  disin- 
fested of  bed  bugs.  Accounts  were  rendered  in  the  case  of  all 
])rivately  owned  dwellings  to  cover  the  cost  of  time  and  materials 
used. 

In  103  cases  of  infestation  of  house  ])ro])erty  by  cockroaches,  etc., 
advice  and  active  assistance  were  given. 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

563  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  to  houses  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  infectious  disease  and  food  ])oisoning  enquiries  and  for 
the  purpose  of  disinfection  in  the  case  of  the  former.  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  houses  disinfected  following  infectious 
disease  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Poliomyelitis 


175 

6 

11 


9 

42 

9 

13 

17 


284 
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Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Etc. 

.‘{7  ins])(>cti()ns  of  liconsed  promises  and  clubs. 

1 informal  notice  was  served  on  an  occupier. 


Cinemas  and  I^ublic  Halls 

'IVenty-five  i]is])ections  were  made  in  res])ect  of  lieatinp^, 
ligliting,  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation.  Xb^rbal  noticc^s 
were  giveii  in  three  cases  and  comj)]ied  with. 


Rodent  Control 

Phis  section  of  the  department  was  strengtiiened  by  the  a])])oint- 
ment  in  Aju’il  of  a ])ermanent  Rodent  Control  Operative  to  assist 
in  investigations  and  treatnumts  of  rat  and  mouse  infestatiojis. 
Phis  addition  to  the  staff  has  allowed  more  time  for  the  ins])ection 
of  farms  and  agricultural  ])ro])erty  genei’ally  and  has  also  reduced 
the  rcHpiirement  for  tem])orarv  labour  on  sewer  maintenance. 
One  labourer  is  tem])orarily  engaged  to  assist  the  0])erativ(^  in 
this  work.  Pwo  sewer  maintenances  treatments  ivere  carried  out 
during  the  financial  vear  at  six-monthlv  intervals.  Phe  following 
table  shoivs  that  of  the  I (180  man  holes  baitesd  (ioO  gave  evidence 
of  rat  infestation. 

SEWERS 


Maintenance  Treatment 
(Year  Ending  31/3/5.3) 


Phe  table  overleaf  summarises  the  tvork  undertaken  during 
the  year.  It  will  be  observed  that  properties  inspected  either  as  a 
result  of  complaints  received  or  in  the  course  of  normal  daily 
routine  showed  131  infestations  bv  rats.  Sixteen  of  these  were 
found  to  be  heavy  or  major  infestations  and  115  minor.  Pwenty 
])roperties  were  found  to  be  seriously  infested  by  mice.  Altogether 
222  properties  affected  by  rat  or  mouse  infestation  were  treated 
during  the  vear. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Report  for  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1952. 


4’ype  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

1 

Dwelling 

Houses 

2 

Agri- 

cultural 

3 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

4 

Total 

5 

I.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s  Dis- 
trict (Notes  1 and  2) 

29 

22B70 

145 

1638 

24482 

II.  Number  of  properties  in- 
sjwcted  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority during  1952  as  a result 
of  (a)  notification  (b)  survey 
or  otherwise  (Notes  I,  2 and 

3)  

(a)  17 

199 

2 

32 

220 

(b)  12 

14 

— 

3 

29 

III.  Number  of  properties  in- 
sjiected  (see  Section  II) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats  (Notes 

1,  2 and  3) 

Major  9 

1 

2 

4 

16 

Minor  1 6 

86 

— — 

13 

115 

IV.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected (see  Section  II) 
which  were  found  to  bo 
seriously  infested  by  mice 
(Notes  1,  2 and  3) 

1 

9 

10 

20 

Nmnbor  of  infested  pro- 
perties (see  Sections  III  and 
IV)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority  (Notes  1,  2 and  3) 

29 

157 

2 

34 

222 

VI.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 : 

(1)  Treatment 

— 

- 



-- 

_ 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

2 

19 

— 

3 

24 

VII.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority  follow- 
ing the  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  4 . . 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedmgs 
(see  overleaf)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IX.  Nmnber  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out — 6. 

38 


Notes 


Notk  1.  (a.)  With  tlio  oxcojhion  of  agricultural  ])ro])ortios.  a ])r()porty  Tuoa.us 
Olio  which  is  outor(>(l  so])ai'a.toly  in  tla'i  N'a.luation  Roll  foi-  th(' 
aroa. 


(1>) 


Notu  2.  (a) 


(1)) 


{(') 

(<1) 


Only  pro])ortios  (hnoitod  to  agi'icult  oral  or  hort  icult  ural  produc- 
tion, in  I’ospoct  of  which  returns  ai'o  inado  undiM-  the  Agricultui'i' 
Act,  1947,  should  ho  ontorod  as  agricultural  projiortios. 

Council  houses  should  ho  entered  in  Column  (2). 

Promises  used  hy  the  Loiial  Authority  for  the  ])UT-poRos  of  trade 
should  ho  ontoriMl  in  Column  (4). 

Sowers  should  not  ho  included. 

C^omhinod  dwelling  a.nd  husinoss  pi’omisos,  whore  occipiiod  hy  the 
same  person,  should  ho  regarded  as  husinoss  promises  and  should 
bo  entered  in  Column  (4).  Where  the  dwelling  and  husin(\ss 
parts  of  the  premises  are  in  s('])arate  occiqiation,  soj)ara.t(> 
entries  should  ho  made  in  Columns  (2)  and  (4). 


Note  3.  For  the  puirioso  of  completing  Sections  IT,  ITT,  TV  and  V,  oacdi 
property  should  ho  entered  once  only  in  res]iect  of  inspecdions, 
infestations  oi“  treatments. 


Housing 

A total  of  498  Council  houses  was  ins])eote(l  during  the  year 
either  on  the  occasioti  of  the  house  becoming  vacant  or  jtrior  to 
exchange.  Tlie  general  condition  of  tlu^  ])ro]>(‘rty  was  invariably 
re])orted  and  both  the  Surveyor  and  thcs  Accountant  informed  of 
details  of  disre]jair.  A valuable  o])])ortunity  is  given  under  this 
system  of  ins])ection  ])rior  to  exchanges  being  confirmed  to 
recommend  refusal  where  a house  is  observed  to  be  wilfully 
neglected  or  verminous.  Colliery  ])ro])erty  in  one  ])arish  is  also 
subject  to  this  system. 

Forty-five  requests  in  res])ect  of  Council  houses  were  investigated 
by  the  District  rns])ectors.  Re])orts  on  the  living  conditions  and 
circumstances  of  the  a])])licants  were  ])re})ared  and  forwarded  to 
local  members  for  their  information  and  consideration. 


Inspections  and  Notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1986 

Number  of  visits  and  re-visits 
Number  of  informal  notices  served 
Number  of  statutory  notices  served 
Number  of  notices  complied  witli 


2,475 

145 

28 

109 


Factory  Act,  1987 

During  the  year  187  inspections  of  premises  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act  were  made,  principally  in  connection 
with  sanitary  accommodation,  and,  in  those  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  not  employed  to  ensure  adequate  lighting, 
-ventilation,  heating,  general  cleanliness  and  prevention  of  over- 
crowding in  workrooms. 
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Informal  action  to  remedy  defects  was  taken  on  1,3  occasions 
with  a satisfactory  conclusion  during  the  year  in  11  instances. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Tins  Act  consolidates  the  Sho})s  Act  1912—1938.  The  functions 
of  the  District  Council  are  unchanged  and  limited  to  administering 
tliose  sections  relating  to  jwovision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  ventilation  and  teni})erature. 


Section  73  (2).  Sanitary  and  Other  Arrancements  in  Shops 

Sub-section  2 of  Section  73  of  the  Act  authorises  County 
Councils,  with  the  ajiproval  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  to  make 
arrangements  for  tlie  exercise  of  their  powers  under  Section  38 
of  tlie  Act  by  the  Councils  of  rural  districts  and  of  certain  urban 
districts  as  agents  for  the  County  Council. 

In  March  of  this  year  Durham  County  Council  intimated  that 
they  were  agreeable  to  make  such  arrangements  subject  to  their 
being  relieyed  of  all  financial  res]ionsibi]ity  in  the  matter,  and 
enquired  wlnhlier  this  Council  would  be  prcjiared  to  undertake 
the  duties  ])rescribed  by  Section  38  of  the  Act  on  the  understanding 
that  they  (the  District  Council)  assumed  full  financial  res])on- 
sibility.  This  Council  agreed  and  Durham  County  Council  were 
accordingly  informed  of  the  decision.  A furfher  communication 
from  the  County  Council,  however,  stated  that,  as  there  appeared 
considerable  divergence  of  opinion  betwecMi  district  councils  as  to 
whether  or  not  to  acce])t  delegation  under  the  ajipropriate  section 
of  the  Shops  Act,  the  local  government  committee  had  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  the  suggested  delegation. 

It  is,  in  1113^  o})inion,  regrettable  that  district  councils  throughout 
the  County  did  not  take  advantage  of  this  proposal. 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Meat 

At  the  Ministry  of  Food  controlled  abattoir,  Station  Town, 
20, Sol  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  showing  an 
increase  of  4,40S  as  com])ared  with  the  previous  year. 

All  condemned  carcase  mr^at  and  offal  was  salvaged  for  industrial 
])ur])oses  and  existing  arrangements  and  guarantees  continued 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  line  system  of  slaughtering 
and  dressing  of  beasts  was  introduced  in  the  abattoir  and  an 
electric  carcase  saw  was  installed.  The  two  hand  operated  carcase 
hoists  were  fitted  with  electric  motors  and  the  new  system  resulted 
in  greater  output  from  fewer  slaughtermen. 

Other  im])rovements  carried  out  were  the  re-building  of  the 
shee])  ])en,  installation  of  two  new  galvanised-iron  pig  scalding 
tanks  and  more  effective  artificial  lighting  in  the  slauglitering  hall. 


Other  Foods 

The  Ins])ectors  of  the  de])artment  liave  continued  to  issue 
condemnation  certificates  in  su])])ort  of  traders’  claims  against 
su})])liers.  These  certificates  are  normally  accepted  without 
question  by  the  sup]diers. 

There  was  an  increase  of  142  stones  in  the  weight  of  other  foods 
condemned  as  (;omy)ared  with  the  ])revious  year. 
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Provisions,  Fish,  etc..  Condemned  as  being  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year,  1952. 
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Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Edible  Offal 


condemned 

• • • • • • 

, , 

2,9«() 

sts. 

9 lbs. 

Total  weight  of 

Tinned  Foods, 

etc., 

condemned 

. . . . . . 

• • 

750  sts. 

0^  lljs. 

Total  Weight 

• • 

3,736  sts. 

9|  lbs. 

23  tons  7 cwts.  0 

sts.  9^ 

lbs. 

eight  of 

Meat  and 

Year  ending 

Uthe 

r Floods  CloiK 

lenuuMl 

31st  December 

tons. 

(;wts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

1938  . . 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 939  . . 

3 

16 

0 

13 

1940  .. 

21 

1 

3 

0 

1941 

17 

12 

5 

2 

1942  . . 

1 1 

3 

4 

i 

1943  . . 

18 

12 

4 

tii 

1944  . . 

21 

4 

4 

1-1 

1945  . . 

25 

1 1 

1 

104 

1946  . . 

23 

1 

0 

1947  . . 

29 

13 

0 

51 

1948  . . 

30 

3 

/ 

6i 

1949  . . 

24 

18 

3 

lOf 

1950  . . 

33 

3 

6 

lOf 

1951 

29 

4 

3 

10 

1 952  . . 

23 

7 

0 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  H)24  and  ITld 

The  two  vehicles  used  for  tlie  trails j)ort  of  meat  from  the 
abattoir  were  frequently  examined  prior  to  loading  and  were  found 
to  be  generally  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  There  were, 
however,  complaints  concerning  the  handling  and  delivery  of 
meat  in  certain  parts  of  the  district.  To  encourage  a higher 
standard  of  hygiene  in  this  respect  a circular  letter,  with  extracts 
from  the  above  Regulations  on  transport  and  handling  of  meat, 
was  sent  to  all  butchers  and  meat  handlers  in  the  district. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894-1909 

No  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  swine  fever,  anthrax,  etc.,  were 
confirmed  during  the  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

All  animals  at  the  abattoir  are  mechanically  stunned  prior  to 
slaughter  by  ])roperly  licensed  and  competent  slaughtermen  and 
as  far  as  practicable,  having  regard  to  the  limited  facilities  avail- 
able, all  precautions  were  taken  to  jirevent  any  unnecessary 
suffering  by  the  animals. 


Carcases,  Organs  and  Edible  Offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year  1952. 


Carcases,  etc. 

Lungs  (Sets) 

Hearts 

Kid- 

neys 

Livers 

Heads  & 
Tongues 

Sets 

Stomachs 

and 

Intestines 

Fat 

Udders 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Cow 

Pig 

Abscesses 

1 

156 

4 

3 

Actinomycosis 

1 

18 

Bacilliary  Necrosis 

2 

Bruising  and  Injury 

1 St. 

Capilliary  Angioma 

3 

Cirrhosis 

272 

6 

Congestion 

4 

Cystic  Conditions 

160 

Cyeticercus  Bovis 

1 

Decomposition 

15  sts. 

6c 

13o 

16  sts. 

Distomatosis 

284 

Emaciation  &/or  Oedema 

6c 

Ic 

lc  + 4 sts. 

9c 

Immaturity  . . 

Ic 

Mastitis 

52 

8 

Nephritis 

6 

Pericarditis  (including  Septic  & Traumatic) 

4 

Peritonitis 

4 

1 

Pneumonia 

Ic 

27 

5 

Pyaemia 

Ic 

2c 

Septic  Conditions 

6c 

Traumatism  . . 

1 at. 

Tuberculosis  . . 

13c + 21  sts. 

164 

6 

28 

3 

89 

10 

67 

8 

1 

Uraemia 

Ic 

"C"  indicates  CasuaSty  Animal. 
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Tlie  nuinbor  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  to  persons 
autliorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  in  a slaughter  house  or 
knackers  yard  was  43,  including  32  renewals.  This  brings  the 
total  number 


of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district  to  73. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  cows  were  received  at  the  al)attoir  during  the  year  under  thc! 
above  Order. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

In  the  rural  district  regular  inspections  continued  to  be  made  of 
all  ])remises  whei’e  food  is  ])repar(Hl  or  stored  for  purposes  of  sale. 
Wberevei'  it  has  been  felt  necessary  district  sanitary  inspectors 
hav(^  urged  trad(u*s  to  ])rovide  refrigeration  e(pii])ment. 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered,  visited  and  subject  to 
informal  action  dui’ing  the  year  are  detailed  in  tlu^  following 
table  : — 


Promises 

Number 

Registered 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied  With 

Fried  Fisli  Sho})s 

57 

160 

21 

19 

Butchers’  Shops 

5S 

83 

3 

2 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

121 

346 

3 

1 

Restaurants,  etc. 

Nil 

103 

8 

7 

Otlier  Food  Prem. 

Nil. 

722 

59 

32 

Totals 

236 

1414 

94 

61 

Thirteen  ap]>lications  for  registration  of  ])remises  for  “the  sale 
of  ice-cream”  under  Section  14  of  the  Act  were  received  during 
the  3^ear,  all  of  which  were  a])])roved.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
the  apjilications,  by  mutual  consent,  were  not  submitted  for 
consideration  until  the  sh()])keeper  had  discussed  his  ])ro])osal  with 
the  inspector  for  tlie  particular  district  and  satished  him  on  the 
arrangements  provided. 

A total  of  13b  samples  of  ice-cream  was  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Newcastle  u])on  Tyne.  The  villages  at  which  the  samples  were 
collected  and  tlieir  grading  are  shown  in  table  form.  All  samples 
attaining  grades  1 and  2 are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  steady 
improvement  in  the  bacterial  purity  of  this  confection  is  shown 
clearly  by  the  following  comparison  : — 
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No.  of  samples 

No. 

Percentage 

Year 

taken 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

1949 

194 

142 

73% 

1950 

155 

127 

82% 

1951 

103 

145 

89% 

1952 

130 

120 

93°;, 

(All  sam])l0s  submitted  to  Metli^deiie  Blue  Beduction  Test) 


The  collection  of  sam])les  for  fat  analysis  instituted  in  11)49  at 
the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  conthiued  throughout 
the  year. 


An  additional  (>()  samples  of  ice-cream  manufactured  within 
the  rural  district  were  collected  for  this  pur])ose  and  examined 
by  Mr.  VV.  Gordon  Carey,  Public  Analyst,  Newcastle  u])on  Tyne. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING— YEAR  1952. 
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Total  Methylene  Blue  Samples  . . . . . . . . 136 

Total  Fat  Content  Samples  . . . . . . . . 60 
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M 1 1.  K Supply — S u p e k v i s i o n 


Regular  iiis})ecti()iis  of  dairies  liave  been  cari-ied 
Sanitary  Ins])ect()rs  and  any  infringenients  of  the 
have  been  reported  to  those  concerned. 


out  by  tlu^ 
Regidations 


A total  of  851  milk  samples  was  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year  consisting  of  58  sam])les  of  raw  milk,  which  were 
tested  for  keej)ing  cpiality  and  cleanliness,  252  sam])les  of 
])asteurised  ami  sterilised  which  were  subjected  to  additional 
tests  designed  to  establish  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment,  and  46 
samples  taken  for  detcudion  of  tubercle  bacilli.  Arising  from  the 
latter  examination  all  samples  proved  negative  with  the  exception 
of  one  which,  because  of  the  death  of  the  guinea  })ig  duiing  tln^ 
was  returned  as  inconclusive. 


On  those  occasions  when  raw  milk  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the 
prescribed  tests  and  the  District  Inspectors  re])orted  favourably 
on  the  distributors’  premises  and  methods,  copies  of  the  bacteri- 
ologist’s re})orts  wcwe  forwarded  for  information  to  the  County 
Milk  Production  Officer  with  whom  full  and  friendly  co-operation 
is  maintained. 


Four  unsatisfactory  results  were  received  in  res])ect  of 
pastemhsed  milk.  I’hese  were  referred  to  the  a])])i  ()])riate  County 
Health  Inspectors,  by  whose  Authority  the  establishments  were 
licensed.  All  sam])ling  work  is  shown  in  the  table  overleaf. 

During  the  coui*se  of  the  year  821  inspections  of  distributors 
premises  were  made  and  five  informal  notices  served  in  res})ect 
of  infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations.  In  all 
cases  ready  com])liance  with  the  terms  of  the  notices  was  obtained. 


MILK  SAMPLING 
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Biological  Examination 
for  Tuberculosis 

o/ 

/o 

Pos- 

itive 

1 1 1 

In- 

conc- 

lusive 

^ 1 1 

i 

Pos- 

itive 

1 1 1 

Neg- 

ative 

r-i  1 

Ttl  1 

Turbidity 

Test 

0/ 

/o 

Pos- 

itive 

i 

1 1 1 

Pos- 

itive 

i 

1 1 1 

Neg- 

ative 

1 1 2 

Phosphatase 

Test 

/o 

Un- 

satis- 

fact- 

ory 

I " 1 

Un- 

satis- 

fact- 

ory 

1 1 

Satis- 

fact- 

ory 

117 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

9/ 

/o 

Un- 

satis- 

fact- 

ory 

2 ^ 1 

Un- 
sat is - 
fact- 
ory 

2 1 

Satis- 

fact- 

ory 

1 

43 

116 

No. 

of 

Sam- 

ples 

Taken 

95 

246 

10 

Raw  Milk 
Pasteurised 
Milk 

Sterilised 

Milk 
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SEWERAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

(r(>ntril)ute(l  ])y  llio  KiigiiUHM'  and  Survoyoi’)- 


Seweraoe 

Haswell.  All  inspoctioii  and  inviNstigation  of  h(‘a.vy  flood  inn; 
rocnrring  at  Hcsssowcdlo  (V(‘soont,  Haswidl,  cnlininated  in  a 
surface  watiT  sclunnc  IxMiig  dosigiuxl  and  ('xccMited,  consisting  of 
the  laying  of  220  yards  of  2!  in.  diameter  concrete  tnlx^s  and  120 
yards  of  0 in.  diameter  glaziMl  (nirthenware  ])i]>es.  Lo  tlu^se 
mains  were  connected  two  new  road  gnllies,  and  the  whoh' 
sidieme  eventually  discharged  to  a sti’eam  which  was  cleaiUMl 
out  and  regraded  hy  Durham  County  Council  Land  Drainage 
De])artment.  By  ex])erience  from  fre^ak  storms  ovn>r  the  jiast 
months,  this  scheme  has  a])])ea7‘ed  to  have  solved  the  ])rohlem. 


Kasington  Colliery.  A hacking  u])  of  the  silver  and  flooding 
of  the  Station  Cottages  at  Kasington  Colliery  necessitated  the 
relaying  of  100  yards  of  15  in.  diameter  glazed  earthenwai-e 
])i])es  to  new  gradients,  together  with  new  connection  from  the 
('ottages.  This  has  eliminated  the  com])laint  in  this  viinnity. 

Miners’  Welfare  Grounds  : Orieinallv  tlu^  IMiners’  Welfare 

4..  • 

Grounds  and  Caretaker’s  house  werc'i  connected  to  a se])tic  tank 
within  the  curtilage  of  the  grounds.  Due  to  the  Welfare  exten- 
sions of  the  Pavilion  and  Public  Conveniences,  the  se])tic  tank 
was  unable  to  cojx’^  with  the  new  additional  discharge.  The 
se])tic  tank  scheme  was  abandoned  and  the  whole  scheme 
coimectcxl  to  the  main  outfall  sewer,  which  constituted  the  laying 
of  174  yards  of  b in.  diameter  glazed  earthenware  ])i])es. 

South  Hetton.  The  Ambleside  site  area  of  South  Retton 
ex])erienced  flooding  during  heavy  rains.  It  was  proved  that 
this  flooding  was  caused  by  stoi’in  water  collecting  from  the 
snrT'onnding  catchment  area.  A system  of  herringbone  held 
drains  was  laid  and  eventually  connected  to  the  main  surface 
water  sewei’.  This  work  has  eliminated  anv  further  hooding  in 
this  area. 


Horden.  Due  to  general  deterioration  and  subsidence  in  the 
Ho])e  Avenue  area  of  Horden  continual  sto])])ages  and  hooding 
was  ex])erienced.  A reconstruction  sclieme  was  executed  in  this 
area,  consisting  of  the  relaying  of  175  yards  of  18"  concrete 
tubes  and  173  yards  of  glazed  earthenware  ])ipes.  This  recon- 
struction scheme  a])pears  to  have  solved  the  problem. 

Crtmdon  Pump  TNG  Station.  The  amount  of  effluent  being 
pumped  from  Crimdon  Pumping  Station  during  the  closed 
season  gave  cause  for  alarm  inasmuch  as  it  was  found  by  the 
electricity  meter  readings  that  the  pumps  were  working  more  or 


53 


less  continuously  and  infiltration  to  the  gravity  main  to  tlie 
Puin])ing  Station  was  suspected.  A full  investigation  into 
a])])roximately  oOO  yards  of  gravity  main  was  carried  out.  In 
four  instances  it  was  found  tliat  leaky  joints  were  allowing 
surface  water  to  infiltrate  into  the  gravity  maiji.  In  one  other 
instance  there  was  a definite  break  in  one  of  the  pi])es  causing 
further  infiltration.  When  these  faults  were  rectified  it  was 
found  that  the  amount  of  electricity  recpiired  at  Orimdon 
Pum])ing  Station  was  rcMluced  by  two-thirds. 

Castle  Eden.  It  is  ])ro])osed  to  construct  240  yards  of  9 in. 
glazed  eartlienware  ])i])es,  250  yards  of  4 in.  cast-iron  rising 
main,  together  with  a ])um])ing  station  and  ancillary  works  to 
incor])orate  the  Castle  Eden  district  on  the  waterborne  sewer- 
age system.  To  assist  tliis  scheme  and  because  of  the  fact  that 
cast-iron  ])ipes  are  on  IS  months  to  two  years  delivery,  250 
yards  of  4 in.  cast-iron  ])um])ing  main  was  retrieved  from  the 
Wheatley  Hill  area  where  the  ])umpijig  statioji  in  this  vicinity 
is  now  dis-used. 

Water  Supply 

Reservoirs.  The  two  reservoirs  owned  by  the  Council,  one  at 
Thornley — cajiacity  750,000  gallons,  and  one  at  Haswell — 
capacity  148,200  gallons,  are  inspected  daily  and  gra])h  records 
made  of  the  level  of  the  w^ater,  and  records  ke])t  of  the  (piantity 
of  water  ])um])ed  daily  at  the  New  Winning. 

The  embankment  around  Thornley  Reservoir  was  r,e])aired 
where  settlement  had  occurred,  and  a barbed  wore  extension  to 
prevent  tresjiass  was  fixed  to  the  fence  around  Haswell  reservoir. 
District  Meters.  District  meters,  numbering  18,  are  read 
fortnightly  and  consumptions  are  recorded. 

Private  Meters.  Eour  No.  additional  meters  were  installed 
during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to  152 — 141  of  which  are  the 
])ro])erty  of  the  Council  and  are  sii])])lied  on  a rental.  All  ])rivate 
meters  are  read  quarterly. 

Waste  Prevention.  R(‘gular  and  systematic  inspections  are 
made  of  domestic  water  fittings  in  all  pro])erties  su]i])lied  and 
re-washering  of  taps  and  ball  tajis  is  done  fri^e  of  charge.  The 
amount  of  waste  in  the  area  is  down  to  a minimum  and  the 
])osition  is  generally  satisfactory. 

New  Works.  To  accommodate  housing  develo])ment  in  South 
Hetton  and  Thornley  new  works  were  carried  out  as  follows  : — 
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SoTitli  Hetton  — 270  yards  of  4 in.  main  was  laid  and  lead 

connection  ])i])es  laid  from  maiji  to 
curtilage  of  pro])ert  ies.  Two  new  hydrants 
were  installed. 

Thornlev  — 440  yards  of  II  in.  main  was  laid  and 

% t 

eonnection  ])i])es  laid  to  curtilage  of 
])ro])erties.  Two  new  hydrants  werc^ 
installed. 

l^EPLACEMENT  OF  Matns.  180  yards  of  2 in.  inain  salvaged  as 
redundant  from  Haswell  Moor  was  laid  to  re])lace  | in.  wrought 
iron  ])i])e  laid  as  a tem])()rar3"  measure  to  su])])ly  South  Wingate^ 
during  the  war,  when  cast-iron  ])i])es  were  unobtainable. 

Maintenance  of  AIains.  Trouble  from  leaking  joints  was 
experienced  south  of  Thornlev  Crossing  on  the  0 in.  main 
supplying  Haswell. 

During  the  year  18  joints  were  o])ened  ii])  and  re-caulked. 
Although  there  was  no  evidence  of  general  movement  or 
subsidence  in  any  single  case,  the  trouble  was  ])robably  due  to  a 
general  movement  of  the  hill. 

Wingate  Parish — Hurworth  Burn  Area.  At  the  request  of 
the  Council  and  in  accordance  with  the  ])rovisions  of  Section  1 1 
of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  took 
into  their  area  of  su])])ly  part  of  the  Parish  of  Wingate  in  the 
Hurworth  Burn  area,  in  which  there  are  six  farms  none  of 
which  have  a ])i])e  sup])ly.  As  the  nearest  existing  Council  main 
is  in  Station  Town,  it  was  considered  to  be  impracticable  at  a 
reasonable  cost  to  sup])ly  the  farms  referred  from  that  source. 

Hydrants.  Indicator  plates  showing  the  ]>osition  of  137 
hydrants  have  been  fixed. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


((Jontribiitocl  by  the  Cleansing  Superint(>ndent) 


Statistics,  1952 

Nuinlier  of  Premises 
Number  of  Colleetions 
Total  Refuse  Colleeted  (Tons) 

Yield  of  Refuse  ])er  house  year 


2:1,917 
2,5.39,991 
74,000 
(>2  Cwts. 


Total  Net  Cost 
Cost  ])er  Mouse 
t^ost  ])er  Colleetion 


457,2.31  3s.  8d. 
47s.  JOd. 
5-4d. 


Nuudier  of  Miles  travelled  . . 

Number  of  Callous  of  lYtrol  consumed 
Miles  per  gallon 


125,354 

20,248 

4-77 


Collection  of  Household  Refuse 

Revision  of  rounds,  whilst  causing  minor  delays,  has  resulted 
in  an  improviKl  service  and  almost  the  whole  of  your  district  has 
!)een  visited  twice  per  we(9\  and  in  some  eases  the  thii’d  time  has 
been  necessary.  34i(^  work  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  and 
few  complaints  I’eceived  in  the  dejiartment.  A sound  working 
arrangement  dui'ing  inclement  weather  lias  been  devised  ami 
operated  throughout  tlie  year,  with  minimum  delays. 


'Fhe  larger  ty])e  vehicle  had  am])le  scojx'r  foi‘  proving  its  worth 
and  results  were^  most  gratifying.  Lai-gi^  housing  estates  and  long 
liauls  have  beiui  the  oi'der  with  inci’i^ascnl  collections  and  reduced 
mileage.  Tlie  possibilities  are  beyond  early  ex])ectations  and  it 
can  be  visualised  that  pi'o[)oidionately  fewT^r  veliicles  and  drivers 
will  lie  recpiired  over  the  years. 


Whilst  tlie  rcjiort  show's  an  impnivement  in  collections  of 
household  riduse  streets  continue  to  look  dirty  by  i-eason  of  the 
accumulations  of  stones  and  small  coal.  The  Council  is  however, 
exercising  themselves  in  this  direction  with  a view'  to  some 
sat isfactory  improvement. 


JJjspcsAL  Areas 

The  muledozer  has  worked  successfully  on  many  schemes  of 
levelling  and  consolidating  on  both  used  and  unused  areas.  The 
machine  is  highly  satisfactoi'y  foi*  this  woi'k  and  a low  cost  of 
5-92(1.  for  (A'ei'y  ton  of  household  refuse  handled  coinjiares  very 
favourably  w'ith  other  authorities  using  the  same  machine. 
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(Control  of  all  aroas  has 
at  a iiiiiiiiniiin. 


been  exercised  and  nuisances  have  heeji 


Jn  some  cases  children  have  made  the  Coumars  I’cd'iise  disposal 
areas  a playground  and  apart  fi'om  inidoing  very  im])ortant  work 
they  have  ex])osed  themselves  to  danger  frcun  tire  aiul  other 
nndesirahle  items,  ''reachei’s  and  ])olice  have  been  informed  and 
it  is  ho])ed  that  this  |)ractice  will  cease. 

N’ermin  have  hecai  dealt  with  periodically  by  the  Conncil’s 
Ivodent  Otiicer  and  satisfactory  results  obtained. 


J)eP()TS. 

ddie  standard  of  cleanliness  was  jnaintained  duriim  the 
year  and  only  necessary  re]>airs  carried  out. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  existing  stables  at  Horden  depot  be 
demolished  and  re])laced  by  a suitable  building  to  garage  six 
vehicles.  Plans  are  being  pre])ai‘ed  foi‘  ap])roval  in  the  new  year. 

Dust  Bins 

Advice  on  the  jwoper  use  of  the  dust  bin  will  be  delivered  to 
Council  Mouse  tenants  in  an  attem])t  to  ])rolong  the  life  of  the  bin. 
The  lid  ])lays  a most  ini])ortant  part  and  should  be  kept  in  position 
on  every  ])ossible  occasion.  Whilst  1 am  mindfrd  of  the  difficulties, 
due  to  the  method  of  em])tying,  I cannot  at  the  moment  suggest 
anv  alternative  in  view  of  the  high  cost  involved. 

Tkade  Defuse 

Br’ade  refuse  is  collected  during  noi'inal  rounds  and  (piarteiiy 
accounts  sid)mitted.  The  charge  of  7d.  ])er  bin  or  its  ecpiivalent 
is  in  1‘elation  to  the  number’  of  bins  or  (piantity.  bS  tr’adesjreojrle 
throughout  the  district  ai’e  char’ged  in  this  way  Irringing  in  a total 
of  £159  12s.  bd.  during  the  j^ear. 

Public  Conveniences 

During  the  year  thr’ee  new  conveniences  were  erected  and 
unfortirnately  have  not  received  fair  treatment.  The  Council  has 
therefore  been  obliged,  as  a safeguard,  to  reduce  certain  standards 
and  whilst  the  inter*nal  appearance  will  be  more  austere  the 
pleasing  external  design  will  remain. 

Daily  service  is  given  to  all  existing  conveniences  and  rrrinals, 
but  in  some  cases  it  is  laboirr  in  vain,  as  1 feel  they  should  be 
demolished  and  i-eplaced.  However,  the  most  ])ressing  need  is 
not  re])lacements  but  moi“e  conveniences  in  many  parts  of  tlu’ 
district. 
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Ptjotecttve  Clothing 


A ‘'get  together”  l)et’vseen  tlie  workers  and  the  Council  resulted 
in  a new  scales,  of  clotiiing  being  (‘stai)lished.  'Idus  is  a big  ste]) 
forward  and  discussion  on  matters  of  this  kijid  should  be  encour- 
aged. However,  it  must  not  bc^  assumed  that  the  present  ty])e  of 
cloth  is  the  com])lete  answer  and  only  actual  wearing  under 
working  conditions  will  determine  future  issues.  The  s(;ale  at 
])resent  is  satisfactory  and,  I understand,  a])})reciated  by  the  staff. 


Salvage — Incentive  Bonus 

It  Avas  decided  during  the  year  that  the  Council’s  share  of  the 
incentive  bonus  should  be  ])ut  aside  for  a new  Cleansing  vehicle. 
The  vehicle  is  noAV  in  service  at  Shotton  and  Wingate.  By  a 
])ainted  inscription  on  the  side  of  the  vehicle  the  public  were 
informed  that  their  collections  had  been  res]>onsible  for  its 
jmrehase. 

Thanks  are  extended  to  all  who  have  saved  wastepaper  and 
made  such  sales  possible. 

Scrap  Metals,  Etc. 

Idle  Council’s  drive  for  metals,  bottles,  jars,  rags,  etc.,  com- 
menced on  1st  January,  H)o2.  The  scheme  was  based  on  similar 
lines  to  that  for  Avastepa])er  with  a six  monthly  bonus  for  collec- 
tions. This  decision  was  notified  to  the  public  and  ])ersons  were 
warned  about  removing  any  saleable  items  of  salvage  from  the 
disposal  areas. 

Whilst  I am  aware  of  the  fact  that  much  more  could  be 
accom])lished  in  this  field  T a?n  satisfied  with  the  results,  bearing 
in  mind  that  the  first  ])riority  must  be  an  efficieiit  cleansing- 
service. 

Peterlee 

The  building  of  a new  town  within  the  rural  district  gives  the 
Council  the  o])})ortunity  of  ])ractising  modern  methods  in  ])ublic 
cleansing.  I understand  that  the  Corporation  will  cultivate  the 
grass  verges  and  generally  create  attractiveness  in  and  around 
the  buildings.  Unless,  however,  the  depositing  of  litter  is  restricted 
much  of  the  creativeness  will  be  s])oilt  by  unsightliness. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  700  houses  w-ere  being  serviced  by  my 
department  and  recent  test  weights  revealed  that  the  yield  of 
refuse  per  household  was  slightly  less  than  from  modern  Council 
houses.  These  w'eights  include  the  ever-])resent  stones  left  around 
from  deliveries  of  coal. 
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The  ])rovision  of  a dust  l)in  recess  conveniently  ])laced  lias 
reduced  in  many  cases  unnecessary  ti-avid  when  collecting.  Tliis 
saving,  measuretl  in  miles,  would  considin-ahh^  on  tvhc(‘  wx'ckly 
(U)llections  dui’ing  the  year. 

The  (k)un(hl,  antici])ating  the  gi’owth  of  Ikderlee,  ])i’(>vided  a 
suitable  refuse  collecting  vcdiicle  which  will  “tak(^  on’’  the  natural 
ex])ansion  of  the  new  town  to  the  end  of  11)5*1. 


In  concluding  1 would  ])ersonally  thank  my  foremen  and 
outside  staff  for  their  loyalty  during  the  ]iast  year.  Whilst 
ditliculties  are  experienced,  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  teams 
have  ]mlled  their  weight  and  the  relationshi])  with  the  ]ud)lic  is 
of  a high  order. 
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William  Barlow  & Son,  Ltd. 
West  Hartlepool 


